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The paper ‘Probing the assembly history and dynamical evolu-
tion of massive black hole binaries with pulsar timing arrays’ was
originally published in 468(1), 404–417.
It has been brought to our attention that there is an incon-
sistency between the content of Fig. 5 of the original paper
(Chen et al. 2017) and the related statement that the figure
shows a simulation of a gravitational wave background gener-
ated by binaries with an eccentricity of 0.01. After a careful
 E-mail: schen@star.sr.bham.ac.uk (SC); hannahm@star.sr.bham.ac.uk
(HM)
investigation, we realized that the original Fig. 5 was indeed pro-
duced using a simulation with binaries with an eccentricity of
0.1, consistent with the recovered value. We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion that this figure has caused. We show
below the correct figure produced with an et = 0.01 injection.
The analysis correctly recovers the injected value and the peak
around et = 0.1 (present in the original figure) disappears, as ex-
pected.
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Figure 5. Implication of an ideal detection with 500 MSPs timed at sub-ns precision for 30 yr. The injected model has default parameters with et = 0.01
(left-hand column) and 0.9 (right-hand column). Panel sequence and style same as Fig. 3 (of the original paper).
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